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On behalfofthe GOJ, I'd lke to congratulate on holding kick—off sym posium today
about technical cooperation between both countries’ COE Genter O f Excelence)
nstitutions of the tuna fish research.

| hope that this symposum will give, not only Panam anians but also many peoplk all
over the worl, the opportunity to know the m portance of this grant aid cooperation
regard ng the reproductive stage and the early life history of the tuna fish.
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Ih Japan, tuna fish has been consum ed as food from ancient tines, notonly as sushi
or sashim i but rather been sold as a canned product Panam a exports annually more



than 30 thousand tons of frozen and fresh tuna fish, be ng an mportant source of
foreign currency eamings.
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Ih general we are concemed that tuna fish has dim nished due to the over—fish ng and
so on. A lthough such tuna fishes are decreashg n number n recent years, the mode
of their life is yet-to—be—known as a m ystery.
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Considerng this situation, Japan folbws an nternatonalruk as a responsbk fishery
country. At the same tme, GOJ takes a stance to particpate actively n the
ntermational efforts regard ng conservation and controlof the fishing resources.

ATOC Y NE, I5ULEA#HZERBLEZBDTHY, ¥V ODEREE LU SR
DEREBEIZ. JICALKEEZERT LEOR TEEZANTEM4 585 NLOEEIC
KBEIHB AT, 5HEMNTTRYED EWSEHMN LTS ) Feh UFET, NS
—SENLUEHTEELEDHSTAV I B >TEVET,

This is an epoch-makhg pro pct which reflects the government’ s policy to protect
fishing resources and tackks cutthg-edge sub pct of the resource control of tuna
fish over five years under a grant ad of about 4,500,000 US dollrs signed between
JICA and ARAP. Ithink this propctmay be only one small step, but a very mportant
dream —hspirhg one.
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F nhally, | shcerely hope from the bottom ofmy heart that the steady

progress and success of the p nt research between the F ishing Laboratory of K nki
University, led by Dr. Yoshifum i Sawada, which is the first research nstituton n the
world, which succeeded n the complkte farm cultivation of tuna fish, and the

Panam anian counterpart, the ATTC thao?tlﬁestaboratory n Panama, kd by
Laboratory D irector, Mr. Vemon Scho ky, and Research Program CoordnatorDr.Dan
Margulies the only nstitution which studes tuna fish n Central America.



