


Speech of Ambassador Mizuki at the Mass 

Good afternoon,

I want to express my profound gratitude for holding the Mass in remembrance of victims of the great tragedy in my country on March 11, just a month ago, especially to His Excellency Juan Carlos Varela, Vice-president and Chancellor of the Republic of Panama who initiated the Mass and to Monsignor Ulloa who agreed to officiate the Mass. I would also like to express my thanks to the First Lady Honorable Marta de Martinelli, to Mrs. Lorena de Varela, Ministers, Vice-Ministers, Ambassadors and all the attendance here.

I understood well about three fundamental truths through this tragic disaster.
The first is that human-being are not alone. Panama, a friendly country, has shown us their solidarity and humanity warmly from President Martinelli to many other people here. One man, with tears in his eyes, has expressed his deep sorrow for what happened in my country, expressing at the same time, the virtues of the Japanese; many donations have come from all over the country. I have convinced that compassion toward people who suffer and who is in trouble is present in the depths of every human being universally, regardless of race, religion, nationality, or any kind of social system.

Similarly, as the second point, the man is still powerless against the fury of nature.  The number of confirmed victims exceeded 10,000 and a total of about 30,000 people if you count the missing. On the other hand the nuclear power-plants, destroyed by the tsunami, still have not yet recovered one hundred percent.

It teaches us that the wisdom of mankind has a long way to go. In what ways might prevent disasters before they happen? How could reduce their harm? How could build a better life for tomorrow? I think we should be more modest and serious to work on these issues, together with international society.
The third point is that I have seen the wonderful spiritual energy that is the human being, more powerful than any fury of nature. During the tragedy, young people had continued to announce a tsunami warning for residents fleeing the affected areas, until the last moment when the tsunami hit them. Also, those brave firefighters who rushed to the sites of the nuclear power plants at the risk of being contaminated with radiation, and tens of thousands of victims who share the little food, without looting anywhere.
I am well aware that our mission and duty to our country will re-build, even better than before the earthquake, as soon as possible side by side with people of the world never forget the friendship and solidarity shown at this Mass by you towards the victims of Japan.

Thank you very much.                    


